Dear Friend,

"“For the LORD your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great,
the mighty, the awesome God.. He executes justice for the orphan and
the widow, and shows His love for the stranger by giving him food and

clothing.” Deut. 10:17,18

| ARTICLE BY VERITY BOWMAN, KYIV-UKRAINE TODAY |
I LEARNED OF MY MOTHER’S DEATH ON FACEBOOK”:

UKRAINE’S TRAUMATISED CHILDREN REBUILD SHATTERED LIVES

The explosion was deafening. But before 14-~year-old Katya could react, a stranger threw himself over her and
everything went black.

When she came to, she struggled to free herself from
under the weight of the man’s body. He had been
killed outright in the blast but had given his life to save
hers.

Katya had entered the station a few minutes earlier
with her mother. They were travelling together to flee
the fighting in Donetsk. Now, just a few feet away, she
also lay dead.

“I heard people screaming and saw injured people all
around. There was blood everywhere,” she said, re-
calling that fateful day on April 8, 2022, which left 63
civilians dead and injured 150 others.

“There was too much going on. The man who covered

me did not survive. He died from the attack. He saved
me. I will never forget it.” Katya was badly injured and lost her mother during the 2022

Kramatorsk Railway Station attack - Heathcliff O'Malley

The mussile that killed 34 and injured 117 in Sumy on
Sunday morning, was a near facsimile of the Russian outrage that orphaned Katya in Kramatorsk.

Both were caused by ballistic missiles fired by Russia into densely packed civilian
areas seemingly deliberately and with the aim of spreading terror.

KATYA IS ONE OF
ROUGHLY 17,000 The missiles are notorious for their lethal precision, largely because they can deploy
0174 TN ST ko185 ;= W cluster munitions that scatter deadly shrapnel across a wide area.
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HOMES HAVE BEEN

Katya is one of roughly 17,000 Ukrainian children orphaned by the war in Ukraine.
SEatladakat Al s Many children in Ukraine have suffered since Russia invaded Ukraine. Their homes

SEPARATED — AND have been destroyed, families separated — and some have been abducted by Russia.
SOME HAVE BEEN AB-

DUCTED BY RUSSIA.
[ 0.5 7.5 158 P22 ¢ T Il The Telegraph met Katya, now 15, on the outskirts of Kyiv, where she lives with a
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LU R Booh LU S Il I many ways she’s a typical teenager: She shared photographs of her artwork,
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But behind the deep brown eyes were signs of trauma that may never fade completely.
Almost 222,800 children have been forced to flee their homes since Russia invaded Ukraine.
Shortly before the missile strike on the station on April 8, 2022, Katya became one of them.

When Russia invaded their village Druzhkivka in Donetsk, Katya and her family were trapped in their home with-
out a basement to hide in. She recalled sheltering at her school, her classmates’ paintings falling onto the floor
with every explosion, hiding for up to seven hours at a time.

Katya and her 12-year-old sister Yulia are among those who have been orphaned.




“We would call our friends to let them know we were
alive,” she said. “We would make sure to tell them where
we were so that if a missile hit, they would find our bod-
ies.”

‘I have not recovered’

After weeks of shelling, her family decided to leave every-
thing they knew behind. Katya recalled grabbing her
friendship bracelet collection before they rushed out of their home with minutes to spare.

They reached Kramatorsk train station — an area supposedly safe from Russian attacks —
but when Katya and her mother left the station shelter to get tea, tragedy hit.

EVEN NOW, THE
NUMBER OF
CHILDREN LIKE
KATYA IN UKRAINE IS

She was spattered with shrapnel as the Russian shell hit, some of which remains in her

UNCLEAR. “THESE leg today, and her knee was shattered.
NUMBERS ARE NOT

RIS gy Ny oy e = ol “My leg still hurts now. I have not recovered,” she said.

HIND EACH ONE IS A . " :
PRSI At first, Katya was unaware that her mother had been killed. It wasn’t until she began

PTGt TV recovering from surgery and was given her phone back that she learned the truth.

Eaikeinkbinnal “When I checked my phone, I saw a Facebook post from a family friend,” she explained.

pdevits E,‘,E e “They said that my mother was killed in the attack. I learned my mother had died that
SAME AGAIN,” SAID oy

DARIA KASYANOVA,
e s OB LS Even now, the number of children like Katya in Ukraine is unclear.

BOARD OF THE
(BTt le T 00 It is impossible to record accurate figures of the number of children orphaned by the

3T N (S5l war, especially in areas under Russian occupation.

“These numbers are not just statistics: Behind each one is a specific child — carrying pain, trauma, and a life that
will never be the same again,” said Daria Kasyanova, Chairperson of the Board
of the Ukrainian Child Rights Network.

Ms KASYANOVA TOLD THE TELEGRAPH THAT SHE BELIEVES CUR-
RENT ESTIMATES OF 17,000 ARE FAR FROM THE TRUE TOLL.

Children in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions have suffered due to the hostilities
there since 2014.

“There have been cases where children, after being deported or held in the oc-~
cupied territories, were made to believe that their parents were dead,” she said.

“They were deliberately told this and placed in Russian institutions, where they
were repeatedly told that no one needed them and that their parents were either
dead or missing.”

It is believed that Russia has forcibly transferred nearly 20,000 Ukrainian children to territories under its con-~
trol, assigned them Russian citizenship, and placed them in Russian families through forced adoption.

NEW LIFE MINISTRIES—SERVING 21 ORPHANAGES ACROSS UKRAINE & THE CHILDREN’S DEPT OF IZMAIL HOSPITAL

SHARING THE LOVE OF GOD & HIS WORD WITH ORPHANS IN WAR-TORN UKRAINE



Can you HELP us HELP these precious children, in 21
Ukrainian orphanages across five regions and the Children's
Dept. in Izmail Hospital?

Please visit www.nlminfo.orgq and click on the DONATE
button in the upper right corner to give IMMEDIATELY with
your debit or credit card....we will receive your gift in 24-48

hours and will press your gift into service right
away....buying medicines and fuel for back-up generators,
and food, clothes, warm coats, sponsoring our Ukrainian

orphanages teams visits, and so much more.

THANK YOU for PRAYERFULLY CONSIDERING helping today!

With Kindest Regards, Greg
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN ORPHANS’ LIVES: VISIT US AT WWW.NLMINFO.ORG



https://www.nlminfo.org/

